GEOG 106 World Regional Geography
Writing Assignment: Supranationalism and the European Union

Due Date: January 28, 2014
Things to Do:   Address the questions below, using the format discussed in class earlier.  You must use a variety of information sources. Reference the information and websites that you use (again, as discussed earlier).  I expect you to use at least 3-5 sources which you directly cite in your paper and include in your bibliography.  Be sure to state the information in your OWN WORDS.  You will be penalized for plagiarism! Be sure to proofread and edit your assignment before final submission.  Your final paper will be 2-3 pages, double spaced, 12 point Times Roman font with 1” margins.  The bibliography and a cover page do not count in the page total.

Your Assignment: 

A supranational political union, like the European Union, has distinct advantages and disadvantages for its member countries. Your task is to explain the pros and cons of membership in such an organization from the perspective of a core country AND from the perspective of a peripheral country by completing the following:    

Part 1

(a) From the perspective of a core country (e.g. France or Germany), explain the positive and negative factors associated with being a member of the European Union.

(b) From the perspective of a peripheral country (e.g. Romania or Bulgaria), explain the positive and negative factors associated with being a member of the European Union.

Part 2

How and why are the perspectives different?  Overall, do you think the EU is a good thing for its member countries?  Be sure to explain your answer. 

Please note:  Your grade will not be based on your opinion (there is no single “correct” answer)!  It will be based on how you support your position, the logic and completeness of your response, and the use of appropriate examples.  Proper grammar and sentence structure will also be reflected in your grade.  Refer to the grading rubric (discussed earlier).  Consider visiting the Writing Center (Axe Library, Suite 111D) prior to submitting your assignment if you need help or reassurance!
GEOG 106 World Regional Geography
Writing Assignment: Globalization

Due Date:  March 4, 2014
Things to Do:   Address the questions below, using the format discussed in class earlier.  You must use a variety of information sources. Reference the information and websites that you use (again, as discussed earlier).  I expect you to use at least 3-5 sources which you directly cite in your paper and include in your bibliography.  Be sure to state the information in your OWN WORDS.  You will be penalized for plagiarism! Be sure to proofread and edit your assignment before final submission.  Your final paper will be 2-3 pages, double spaced, 12 point Times Roman font with 1” margins.  The bibliography and a cover page do not count in the page total.

Your Assignment: 

Address each of the items below. Explain your answers using examples when possible. 

(1)  In your own words, explain the term “globalization” in the context of economics and in the context of culture.  What technologies are making this process possible?

(2)  What types of changes (economic and cultural) are occurring as a result of these processes? Is everyone benefitting equally?  Why or why not?

(3)  Explain whether you think it is a “good” thing or not, using examples. 

Please note:  Your grade will not be based on your opinion (there is no single “correct” answer)!  It will be based on how you support your position, the logic and completeness of your response, and the use of appropriate examples.  Proper grammar and sentence structure will also be reflected in your grade.  Refer to the grading rubric (discussed earlier).  Consider visiting the Writing Center (Axe Library, Suite 111D) prior to submitting your assignment if you need help or reassurance!

GEOG 106 World Regional Geography
Writing Assignment: Deforestation and the ecological impacts
Due Date:  April 1, 2014
Things to Do:   Address the questions below, using the format discussed in class earlier.  You must use a variety of information sources. Reference the information and websites that you use (again, as discussed earlier).  I expect you to use at least 3-4 sources which you directly cite in your paper and include in your bibliography.  Be sure to state the information in your OWN WORDS.  You will be penalized for plagiarism! Be sure to proofread and edit your assignment before final submission.  Your final paper will be 2-3 pages, double spaced, 12 point Times Roman font with 1” margins.  The bibliography and a cover page do not count in the page total.
Your Assignment: 

Several areas around the world are experiencing rapid deforestation, especially in less developed regions of the world.
Your assignment is to choose one less developed area of the world where deforestation is currently taking place and answer:
Why is this happening?
What are the ecological impacts of deforestation here?

How does it impact the economy or people of the area?

Please note:  Your grade will not be based on your opinion (there is no single “correct” answer)!  It will be based on how you support your position, the logic and completeness of your response, and the use of appropriate examples.  Proper grammar and sentence structure will also be reflected in your grade.  Refer to the grading rubric (discussed earlier).  Consider visiting the Writing Center (Axe Library, Suite 111D) prior to submitting your assignment if you need help or reassurance!
GEOG 106 World Regional Geography
Writing Assignment: Critical Look at the Three Gorges Dam

Due Date: April 24, 2014
Things to Do:   Address the question below, using the format discussed in class earlier.  Be sure to proofread and edit your assignment before final submission.  Your final paper will be 4-5 pages, double spaced, 12 point Times Roman font with 1” margins.  
Your Assignment: 

From the video of the construction of the Three Gorges Dam in China, both positive and negative factors are involved.  Your paper needs to address both the pros and the cons of this dam.  To give a good argument I’m looking for an explanation of at least 10 pros/cons.  You will also need a concluding paragraph that states your view on whether this dam should have been constructed or should not have been.  The concluding paragraph needs supporting evidence of your decision based on previous indicated factors in your paper.
If you would like to watch the rest of the video (what we couldn’t get to in class) it’s available on youtube at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4FRO1eYdgQ
Please note:  Your grade will not be based on your opinion (there is no single “correct” answer).  It will be based on how you support your position, the logic and completeness of your response, and the use of appropriate examples.  Proper grammar and sentence structure will also be reflected in your grade.  Refer to the grading rubric (discussed earlier).  Consider visiting the Writing Center (Axe Library, Suite 111D) prior to submitting your assignment if you need help or reassurance.

