
 

Course Syllabus: 
Financial Statement Auditing 
Acctg 610-99/710-99/815-99  
Online                    Fall 2022 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Instructor: Stephen D. Zornes CPA, Assistant Instructional Professor 
Office:  Kelce 201G 
Hours: M & W 9:30 am-11:30 am, T & TH 9:30 am-11:30 am and by appointment 
Phone: Office: 620-235-6196; Cell: 417-629-2335 (if text, please include name and course) 
E-mail: szornes@pittstate.edu 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Textbook 
Auditing:  A Practical Approach with Data Analytics,  2nd edition, Johnson, Wiley, 
Moroney, Campbell, & Hamilton.  WileyPlus is required which includes access to 
the ebook.  A hard copy text is not required but is available.   
Catalog Course Description 
Acctg 610: An applied study of the basic concepts underlying an audit of financial 
statements and evaluation of internal control over financial reporting including how 
and why audits are performed, professional auditing standards, audit planning, 
audit risk, materiality, evidence, professional conduct and legal liability. A case-
study approach will be used to apply concepts to the various business processes and complete an 
audit.  
Acctg 710: The study and application of auditing standards to external assurance engagements 
including the economic role of assurance providers, engagement planning, risk assessment, evidence 
gathering, and reporting.  
Acctg 815: An applied study of the financial statement auditing process. Includes assessment of 
financial accounting system risks and controls, professional auditing standards, auditors' ethical and 
legal responsibilities, and other assurance services provided by public accountants.  
Prerequisites 
ACCTG 410 Intermediate Financial Accounting II, Acctg 422 Internal Auditing, & appropriate 
standing/admission. 
Course Objectives / Learning Outcomes 
The objectives of the course are (1) to introduce the basic concepts underlying an audit of financial 
statements and the evaluation of internal control over financial reporting and (2) how to apply those 
concepts in an audit.  The course will focus on the understanding the three concepts that underlie the 
audit process: audit risk, materiality, and evidence.  The emphasis will then shift to applying those 
concepts to the various business processes, completing the audit, and audit reporting.  The course 
also covers professional conduct and legal liability.  A systematic approach will be taken with the 
primary emphasis on understanding why and how audits are performed. 
Course Outline 
See tentative schedule at the end of this document 
Teaching Methods  
This is an  online course and all of the coursework will be completed online.  An online class 
requires you to take initiative, read, learn, and practice the material using given due dates as 
guidelines.  I am available by appointment for Zoom chat sessions for you to ask questions, etc. if 
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needed and I am also available to answer questions through email and/or text message and during 
office hours (or other scheduled appointments). 
Students that are not participating or completing assignments may be dropped from the course.   
Inclement Weather Policy 
Since this course is completely online, if PSU closes campus due to inclement weather, students will 
still be required to complete assignments according to Canvas and the regularly assigned due dates.  
Please communicate with your Professor if you have circumstances that require modification. 

Canvas 
Canvas will be used for this course and should be checked regularly.  Announcements, syllabus, 
grades, readings, video lectures, links, quizzes, assignments, and other course information can be 
found on Canvas.   
Attendance Policy 
This is an online class.  In order to successfully complete this class, you need to interact with the 
course through Canvas regularly.  Your learning in this course is dependent upon your efforts. Here 
are my expectations of you: 

♦ Commit to performing the necessary work. You are ultimately responsible for your learning. 
I expect you to read the readings, do any assigned work, and take exams as scheduled. 

♦ Be punctual. Turn in assignments and take tests as scheduled.  
♦ Participate. Use the tools and opportunities I’ve provided for you to grasp the information. 

Engaging with the materials and your classmates makes the course much more valuable and 
enjoyable. 

♦ Use Canvas. I expect you to interact with our class through Canvas on nearly a daily basis. 
You will be responsible for participating in discussions actively, and you will work with your 
classmates collaboratively in acquiring knowledge. 

♦ Be professional. This is an upper-level course. I expect you to behave as you would in a 
professional work-setting.  

No late assignments will be accepted and it is extremely important to not get behind.   
 
Classroom Conduct 
This online course requires a significant investment of time from you. While I will provide some 
supplementary information, you need to thoroughly understand the reading material. To help 
reinforce your understanding of the readings, I’ll provide assignments and/or discussions each week 
and you will complete several audit cases.   More information will be provided on Canvas.   
 
Academic Integrity 
All Pitt State students are bound by the academic integrity policies of the university as described and 
outlined in the current Syllabus Supplement.  Please familiarize yourself with these rules and 
guidelines.  In addition, as a course offered through the Kelce College of Business, students in this 
class are obligated to adhere to the college’s Student Code of Ethics as outlined below. 
Students pledge to: 

• Arrive on time, remain until dismissed at all class sessions, and notify instructors in advance 
of anticipated absences, late arrivals, or early departures whenever possible. 
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• Turn off cell phones or other electronic devices while in class, unless permission to use them 
has been granted. 

• Refrain from class disturbances. 
• Refrain from use of profane or vulgar language in a threatening or disruptive manner. 
• Treat fellow students, staff, faculty, administrators, and property with respect. 
• Refrain from giving or receiving inappropriate assistance. 
• Prepare assignment and exams honestly, refraining from such unacceptable conduct as 

plagiarism or unacknowledged appropriation of another’s work in any academic work. 
• Obey the policies, regulations, and laws of the United States of America, the State of Kansas, 

The Kansas Board of Regents, Pittsburg State University, and the Gladys A. Kelce College of 
Business. 

• If a student observes someone committing dishonesty in connection with academic work, the 
student is encouraged to report that dishonesty to the appropriate individual (ex, faculty 
member, or administrator). 

In summary: DO YOUR OWN WORK!   

Accountants are held to the highest of ethical standards due to the nature of their professional 
obligations. This same level of ethics is required at Kelce College of Business.  

Students with Disabilities 
Please inform the instructor if you have a learning or physical disability that interferes with course 
requirements.  Assistance and/or appropriate accommodations may be available through the contacts 
listed on the current Syllabus Supplement. 
Course Evaluation Methods 
Assignment      Percentage of overall grade 
Assignments        60%    
Exams        40%   
 Total       100% 

**Graduate (Acctg 710-99 & Acctg 815-99) Students 
Students enrolled in Acctg 710-99 or Acctg 815-99 may be required to complete a graduate research 
project in addition to all of the requirements for Acctg 610.  Specific requirements for the project 
will be distributed to the respective students.   
Guaranteed grade cutoffs: 90% - A; 80% - B; 70% - C; 60% - D; Below 60% - F.   
Assignments 
Several multiple choice, true/false, matching, short answer, exercises, simulations, essay, discussion, 
check-ins, and cases may be assigned for each chapter.  These assignments are to be completed using 
Canvas and/or WileyPlus unless otherwise noted.  All assignments must be completed by the due 
date.  Check Canvas for assignments and due dates.  These assignments will be worth 60% of your 
total grade.  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  Ch. 15 assignments will be due 
during dead week.    
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Exams 
Five examinations will be administered during the semester.  Exams will be taken online and 
students may be required to use the Respondus Lockdown Browser and Monitor.  Exams may 
consist of problems, multiple choice, true/false, matching, short answer, and essay.  In the event of 
an emergency preventing a student from taking an exam, the instructor is to be informed as soon as 
possible and will determine if a makeup exam will be allowed, based on the circumstances.  Exams 
will be worth 40% of your total grade.  The 5th exam (which is the final) will be due during Finals 
Week, no later than Friday, December 16th at 12pm.     
Syllabus Supplement 
https://www.pittstate.edu/registrar/syllabus-supplement.html 

Note 
The instructor reserves the right to amend and to reorganize this syllabus at any time. 
Tentative Course Schedule  

 

Topic
1) 8/22-8/28 Intro and Ch. 1
2) 8/29-9/4 Ch. 2
3) 9/5-9/11 Ch. 3 and Exam 1
4) 9/12-9/18 Ch. 4
5) 9/19-9/25 Ch. 5
6) 9/26-10/2 Ch. 6 and Exam 2
7) 10/3-10/9 Ch. 7
8) 10/10-10/16 Ch. 8
9) 10/17-10/23 Ch. 9 and Exam 3
10) 10/24-10/30 Ch. 10
11) 10/31-11/6 Ch. 11
12) 11/7-11/13 Ch. 12 and Exam 4
13) 11/14-11/20 Ch. 13

11/21-11/27 Fall Break
14) 11/28-12/4 Ch. 14
15) 12/5-12/11 Ch. 15
16) 12/12-12/16 Exam 15

Week

https://www.pittstate.edu/registrar/syllabus-supplement.html
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